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" Abandoning the deplorable politics of Home, I note that
the tract around La Storta, the first post, is all composed of
flattened and well-arranged subaqueous volcanic tufa. Bac-
cano, as before, seemed to me anything but a centre of erup-
tion." And so his notes run on, politics, geology, scenery,
and antiquities coming in each for its share of comment.

Nearly five months were consumed in the homeward
journey, most of it being spent among the Alps; not in mere
sight-seeing or lazy admiration of fine scenery, but in hard
bodily toil. Back and forward, traverse after traverse was
made of the Alpine ridges, valley after valley was explored,
and lines of geological section were drawn at intervals across
a great part of this chain. Beginning with a tour on horse-
back through the northern end of the Apennines, Murchison
struck into the main chain of the Alps by the pass of Mont
Oenis, crossing it to Chambe'ry, thence to Chamouni, and down
to Geneva. A sojourn was once more made at Vevay, among
Lady Murchison's Swiss connexions, after which the geolo-
gist started alone to make another section of the Alpine
chain by way of Val de Ferret and Courmayeur to Aosta, and
back by the Saint Bernard to Martigny and Vevay. The
Swiss scientific congress was held this year at Soleure, and
Murohison attended it, meeting there the leading Swiss
geologists, with some of whom he turned southwards into
the glacier valleys of the Oberland. The later stages of the
tour included much climbing and detailed work around the
Lake of the Four Cantons, the Hohe Sentis, Sonthofen, and
Bregenz (see Plate III.), until at last reaching Basle the
travellers sped down the Rhine, and with two or three halts
by the way to see old scientific friends, finally landed in
England.anti-ade some furiousif there really was a ship painted at the end
